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incuts for the spiritual and intellectual improve-
ment of the people.
And, like all true artists, they were keen
observers and lovers of Nature. In choosing the
places for their retreats, they always had the
keenest eye for the beauties of hill and plain,
mountain, forest, river, and sea. Dr. Burgess
thus describes the prospect from the Elephanta
Caves, the sculptures of which we have already
discussed.
<f The view from the front of the cave is one of
exceeding beauty, commanding the fine bay
between Elephanta, Bombay, and the mainland.
From the grey dawn of morning till the shades of
night close upon it, whether crowded with the
white sails of hundreds of fishing craft, or only
marked here and there with one or two passenger
boats, and perhaps a small steamer, it is an ever
fresh and varying scene of beauty. And a few
steps from the porch will lead the visitor to the
site of an old bangald which commands the pros-
pect to the south-west of Bombay and its splendid
harbour, with Butcher Island in the foreground.
Any true lover of Nature will feel himself amply
rewarded by the magnificent views to be here
enjoyed/*
But beauty, for them, was for religion and love,
not for idle pleasure; they had the artistic
insight which sees beneath and beyond the